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TO “TL = DEAN OF THE UTILITY BUSINESS” in the Middle West— 
Engine; from all branches of the profession gathered in Chicago 
for this -resentation of the Washington Award plaque to William L. 
Abbot! eft), retired chief operating engineer of Commonwealth Edi- 
son, by F. H. Lane, president of the Western Society of Engineers 
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DESPITE GENERALLY RISING MATERIAL AND MANUFACTURING 
CASTS, THE PRICE LEVEL OF TODAYS BETTER DISTRIBUTION 
TRANSFORMERS 1S 10 70 15 PER CENT LOWER THAN 1M 1937 2 








PROPER PASTEURIZATION OF MILK 
OY CAN BE QUICKLY AND ACCURATELY 
DETERMINED, WITHOUT REQUIRING 
EYE JUDGMENT ON THE PART OF 
THE TESTER 2 
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Death Sentence Program 
Discretionary with SEC 


Bill sponsored by Illinois representative gives three reasons why 


mandatory enforcement of Holding Company Act 


is contrary to the public interest 


A move to permit suspension of the 
“disintegration” provisions of the Hold- 
ing Company Act until after the war 
was initiated in Congress this week by 
a freshman Republican Congressman 
from Illinois. 

The bill, sponsored by Representative 
George A. Paddock of Evanston, IIl., 
is permissive only—vesting discretionary 
power in the Securities and Exchange 
Commission to suspend “the exercise 
of its functions and duties under such 
section (section 11) to such extent as, 
in its judgment, will not be inconsistent 
with the public interest.” 

“This is desirable legislation for sev- 
eral important reasons,” Mr. Paddock 
told the House in offering his measure, 
“and since it authorizes without com- 
pelling the suspension of the death 
sentence provisions, there is no possi- 
bility of harmful results.” 


Three Reasons 


Mr. Paddock cited three reasons why 
the “disintegration” provisions of the 
act should not be rigidly administered 
during the war period. Such a policy, 
he said, would force public sales under 
adverse conditions of numerous utility 
operating companies. with subsequent 
losses to investors. .““Bargain counter” 
prices from these sales. he continued. 
would damage market values of other 
operating company securities. Finally, 
he contended that “An equally forcible 
argument against the immediate sale 
of these operating company stocks under 






death sentence requirements is that pub- 
lic funds would be absorbed which 
could find much better employment in 
government bonds or other investments 
really needed in our war activities.” 

The Paddock bill was referred to the 
House interstate and foreign commerce 
committee, of which the Illinois Con- 
gressman is a member. It is reported 
he may be named chairman of a sub- 
committee assigned to hold hearings on 
the measure. 

The Illinois Congressman’s proposed 
legislation is significant because, to all 
suggestions that the death sentence be 
suspended for the duration of the war, 
SEC officials have responded by saying 
they are charged with duty of admin- 
istering the law. At the same time, it 
has been plain the New Deal would 
never voluntarily accept mandatory sus- 
pension of the death sentence provisions. 
Permissive suspension as proposed by 
Mr. Paddock would give section 11 a 
flexibility in administration which could 
be geared to market conditions. 


Asks Priorities for 
Range Connections 


A request that a priority order be 
issued covering electric range wiring 
has been forwarded to the Office of 
Production Management by R. W. Mit- 
chell, president of the Electric Associa- 
tion of the Niagara Frontier. 

The communication points out that 
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during 1941 more than 1,100 electric 
range owners in Buffalo and western 
New York moved from one home to an- 
other, due principally to defense pro- 
duction shifts. “Each family must have 
the necessary wiring installed to con- 
tinue its range in service,” Mr. Mitchell 
said. “If not, it must obtain a new 
cookstove using other fuel, which would 
counter the desperate effort being made 
to conserve critical defense materials.” 


President's Kw.-Hr. 
Plan Termed Unique 


President Roosevelt’s press confer- 
ence request to newspapers and radio to 
appeal to government agencies in the 
field and to civilians all over the coun- 
try to save all possible electric power for 
war use marks the first time a responsi- 
ble Administration official has called 
for kilowatt-hour curtailment simply to 
cut down on use. without regard to 
whether such energy could be utilized 
if “saved.” 

Last summer, for instance, when a 
branch of Harriet Elliott’s Consumers 
Division sought to issue hints to house- 
wives on how to save electricity to help 
the war effort, the Federal Power Com- 
mission bluntly pointed out that any 
energy thus saved would only reduce 
utility revenues. “You can’t bottle kilo- 
watt-hours and store them up for next 
winter,” the FPC official said. 

The War Production Board’s Power 
Branch, in the two power curtailment 
programs which have been set up by 
formal action, has avoided reducing con- 
sumption simply for propaganda ef- 
fects. In administration of both the 
Southeastern curtailment last fall and 
in the “if and when” arrangements for 
the Niagara region. restrictions are 
called for only to the extent and for 
the period that they are required. 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS BRIEFS 


AN AMUSED HOUSE gave consent last 
week to expunge from the Congressional 
Record a letter from Rep. John D. Ran- 
kin (D. Ala.) addressed to school super- 
intendents in his district and containing 
the following excerpt: “I am taking the 
liberty of sending you an autographed 
picture which I thought you might want 
for your school.” 


MORE TROUBLE LOOMS AHEAD for the 
New York State Power Authority and 
its St. Lawrence plans in the announce- 
ment that Assemblyman Harold B. Ehr- 
lich of Buffalo will seek to strike out of 
the state budget the entire $96,730 re- 
quested for the authority. Amount re- 
quested compares with $80,000 allocated 
in 1941-42. 


Two Lonpon NEwspaPeERs asked this 
week for eliminating the blackout from 
Britain’s cities to increase the fighting 
spirit and to gain other psychological 
advantages. 


Paciric Gas & ELectric is reported 
to be photostating all important docu- 
ments and forwarding the originals to 


an undisclosed point in the Middle 
West. 


Coney Istanp and other shore re- 
sorts are expected to be lighted as 
brightly as ever this summer, with em- 
ployees on hand ready to douse lights 
in case of an air raid warning from the 
Army. 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE is releasing 
data on specific scope of prohibited 
areas in California and Oregon which 
will be of help to utilities wondering 
just how far to go in protecting dams, 
reservoirs and plants. 


INFLATIONARY AND NATION-WIDE price 
increases have taken place since WPB 
froze refrigerator stocks February 14, 
says Leon Henderson in a wire to all 
distributors and dealers asking for a 
restoration of prices to the February 
2 level. 


LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL TAXES 
upon utilities have made it difficult to 
reduce utility rates in 1941, the New 
York Public Service 
ports. 


Commission re- 
Increases were granted to gas 
and certain small telephone companies. 


SAMUEL FERGUSON’sS year-end custo- 
mer dividend plan resulted in a 50 per- 
cent discount in December bills totaling 
$489,681, a 50 percent increase in De- 
cember wages totaling $91,000 and a 50 
percent increase in December dividends 
amounting to $95,000. 
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DuRING AN ENTIRE DAY at Duquesne 
Light in Pittsburgh not a single recep- 
tionist or secretary challenged us with 
“Do you have an appointment?” or 
“What do you want to see him for?” 
Explanation, by a vice-president: We 
believe that good public relations begin 
right here at the main office. 


HUNDRED THOUSANDTH METER—Dal- 
las Power & Light Co. recently placed 
in service its 100,000th electric meter. 
Meter was tested and numbered by 


Charles McGowan, above, who went 
with the former Dallas Electric Light 
& Power Co. in November, 1914, when 
there were only 20,000 meters in serv- 
ice. 


Grorcia Power is personalizing its 
services by running generously sized 
newspaper advertisements featuring pic- 
tures of the industrial power engineers, 
commercial and industrial lighting engi- 
neers, rural engineers and home serv- 
ice representatives. Copy stresses the 
services rendered gratis by these de- 
partments. 


RESOURCEFULNESS IS THE KEYNOTE in 
suggestions to dealers in Chattanooga 
by C. B. Osborne of the Electric Power 
Board. Sources of business still open 
include used appliances, bulbs and 
portable lamps, blackout lighting de- 
vices, farm appliances, priority appli- 
ances for defense units. 

THat New ORLEANS PLAN is pro- 
ceeding nicely as an increase in business 
is reported by the various appliance 
repair dealers. In three months the 
number of dealers has increased to 25. 


Rockianp Licut & Power at West 
Nyack, N. Y., has blackout shades on 
windows of its operating headquarters, 
an electric range ready for simple meals 
and rearranged building circuits. In 
case of a blackout order, Walter Mam- 
mel advises, a few switches kill lights 
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in non-essential offices and a red neon 
sign outside which is a guide even to 
peace-time flyers. 


CLEVELAND ELectricAL LEAGUE de- 
votes the entire March issue of its 24- 
page monthly to pictures and stories of 
plant conversion examples and ways to 
speed the war effort electrically. 


ANOTHER INTERESTING DEVELOPMENT 
is brewing in eastern North Carolina, 
where REA is reported as offering to 
spend $1,000,000 to connect eight 
municipal power plants. Three utility 
companies testified before the Utilities 
Commission that they could effect the 
same connections with the use of far 
less materials than would be required 
under the REA proposal. 


ELECTRICIANS ON DUTY on Times 
Square spectaculars will be assigned 
the job of dousing the displays in short 
order if and when blackouts are or- 
dered. 


Tax Increases Nullify 
Washington Rate Cuts 


For the first time since its inception, 
eighteen years ago, Washington’s “slid- 
ing scale” electric rate regulation plan 
has failed to bring a cut in charges 
this year. Instead, there developed in- 
dications that the District of Columbia’s 
new utility commission chairman, Greg- 
ory Hankin, might like to upset the plan 
now that it apparently has reached eco- 
nomic bottom. 

Mr. Hankin has announced that he 
wants to look into the workings of the 
plan before holding the annual rate 
session with Potomac Electric Power 
Co., although preliminary figures all in- 
dicate that no change in charges would 
be called for on the basis of the com- 
pany’s 1941 operations. Continuation 
of the present trend of increased operat- 
ing costs and taxes might next year 
bring into play the other feature of 
the “sliding scale” arrangement—in- 
creased rates in time of higher costs. 


Roy Nelson Elected Head 
of Beaumont Utility 


Roy S. Nelson, since 1936 president 
of the El Paso Electric Co., El Paso. 
Tex., has been elected president of the 
Gulf States Utilities Co., Beaumont, 
Tex. In his new executive position Mr. 
Nelson is succeeding Tom P. Walker, 
who has assumed the presidency of the 
Council of Electric Operating Compa- 
nies. Story on the new council appears 
on page 7, this issue. 
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Utilities’ Responsibilities 
Mark Vancouver Sessions 


Engineers and sales executives at Canadian and Northwest joint 
conventions talk blackouts, barrage balloons, war challenge, 


plant protection, salvage, code suspension 


“We electrical men have an im- 
mensely important job to do as our 
part in winning the war.” McNeely 
DuBose, president Saguenay Power Co. 
Ltd., Montreal, and president of the 
Canadian Electrical Association, told 
the joint meeting of the western divi- 
sion of his association and the Busi- 
ness Development Section of the North- 
west Electric Light and Power Asso- 
ciation at Vancouver. B. C., March 4-6. 


Accept Challenge 


“We are the ones to accept the chal- 
lenge to produce more power and still 
more power with which to make muni- 
tions in great quantity needed by our 
two nations and their allies,” he said, 
pointing out that while the job falls 
largely to the engineers and operating 
men, there is a definite place for trained 
business and commercial men. “They 
can show customers the way to a more 
eficient use of our services for greater 
production of war materials. and at 
the same time take the peaks off our 
systems so that our capacity will go 
farther.” 

(mong the engineers opinion was 
divided on the installation of low tevel 
oil alarms on transformers, also on the 
erection of revetments or other types of 
barricades around outdoor power trans- 
former and high-tension switch instal- 
lations, Experience in “mining”  so- 
called junkpiles were cited. In one 





HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER—Attending the Vancouver meeting were (left to right) L. V. Ross, Washington Water Power: 
M. G. Kennedy, Pacific Power & Light: J. W. Cornett, Mayor of Vancouver: unidentified guest; J. Harvey Leach, Puget Sound Power 
& Light; J. E. E. Royer, Washington Water Power; British Columbia's “Miss Victory”: James Lightbody, B. C. Electric: A. C. Mc- 


instance 3,500 lb. of usable materials 
were reclaimed out of a total of 4,000 
lb. Salvage was defined as realizable 
service value rather than monetary 
return. 

Blackout techniques for plants and 
substations were reported to have 
brought attendant difficulties in ven- 
tilation. Suspension of various codes 
and rules governing installation of 
specified materials was recommended 
for the duration, particularly where 
matters of safety were not involved. 
Similar action was urged for meter 
testing requirements of regulatory com- 
missions. Pacific Coast experience with 
runaway barrage balloons brought out 
the fact that in England balloons had 
brought down only four or five enemy 
planes, while runaway balloons had put 
the Central Electricity Commission 
transmission network out of operation 
35 or 40 times. 

Home service girls have a wonderful 
opportunity for wartime service to the 
public and to the utility through in- 
struction in food-saving nutrition, it 
was brought out in the program of 
the Residential Bureau. 

Research among commercial custom- 
ers to record what electrical equipment 
they had and what additional equip- 
ment they could use after wartime re- 
strictions were lifted was advocated by 
M. G. Kennedy, Pacific Power & Light 
Co., in the session of the Commercial 
and Industrial Bureau. 


Use of many electrical applications 
on the farm as a means of relieving the 
farm labor shortage and of producing 
more food was explored in the Rural 
Bureau. 


McGraw Award Voted 
to Earl Whitehorne 


Judges of the candidates for the 
James H. McGraw Award Medal for 
Co-operation for 1940 have voted that 
the medal be given posthumously to 
Earl Whitehorne, who at the time of 
his death last October was editor of 
Electrical Contracting, published by 
the McGraw-Hill Publishing Co. The 
presentation will be made to his widow 
today. 

When in January, 1941, Mr. White- 
horne was selected for the award, he 
was at home convalescing from a seri- 
ous illness. It was the intention of the 
judges to make the presentation at a 
dinner in New York upon his recovery. 
Mr. Whitehorne did not get back to his 
office; he died on October 23. 

The award was voted to Mr. White- 
horne “in recognition of his construc- 
tive contribution to the advancement 
of co-operation in the electrical indus- 
try, through thirty-four years as a 
leading journalist, speaker, counselor 
and thinker. His practical idealism, 
wisdom and helpfulness was a vital 
influence and inspiration to a genera- 
tion of men and women in the elec- 
trical industry.” 


Utility Buys Bicycles 


Northern States Power Co. has pur- 
chased 24 bicycles for the use of local 
trouble shooters in its entire Wisconsin 


division as a move to conserve tires. 


Micken, Portland General Electric: K. I. Jack. Washington Water Power, and W. A. Huckins, Utah Power & Light 
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Consolidated Edison Co.. 
Takes War-Time Measures 


Precautions based on study of conditions abroad aimed at protection 
of plants and personnel — Plant “dim-outs” practiced nightly 
—Speedy mobilization provided 


Safety measures based on a study of 


war-time conditions abroad have been 
taken by Consolidated Edison Co. of 
New York, Inc., to protect its plants 
and personnel against air raids and 
sabotage and to adapt operating prac- 
tices to meet indicated dangers. 

Each operating plant has an air-raid 
and fire warden trained by the New 
York police and fire departments. 
Mobile fire-fighting units. particularly 
effective against electrical fires, have 
been added to the fire-fighting and first- 
aid equipment previously 
at the plants. 


maintained 


Tugboat Steamed Past 


Maintenance of safe operating con- 
ditions under greatly reduced lighting 
and a speedy blackout have been ob- 
jectives of the experimental “dim-outs” 
which have been practiced nightly at 
company plants. 
boards 


Low-wattage 
where gauges and 
meters have to be read, great reduction 
of general plant illumination, painting 
some windows with opaque pigments 
and covering others with dark cloth are 
among the practices that 
used. 


lamps 
at control 


have heen 
Alterations of lighting circuits 
have been made so that operation of a 
few master switches would swiftly pro- 
duce a blackout. One of the system’s 


biggest electric plants so perfected its 


technique that it was able to produce a 
blackout in two minutes—so thoroughly 
that a tugboat trying to land at the 
plant pier steamed past it, it was said. 

Speedy mobilization of men, ma- 
terials and transporation has been pro- 
vided for. The storage system for tools. 
equipment, spare parts and other sup- 
plies has been decentralized, with a suf- 
ficient supply at vantage points through- 
out the territory to make possible a 
quick pick-up of anything needed for 
emergency repair work. A_ pool of 
man-power 5.000 strong and more than 
200 motor vehicles distributed through- 
out the territory has been made avail- 
able for emergency repair work. Night 
construction forces have been aug- 
mented. Prearranged schedules call 
for assembly of these forces at key 
points where private telephone lines or 
messenger service will be available if 
normal means of communication should 
fail. Provision has even been made to 
pick up such workers at their homes by 
company transportation, if public facil- 
ities should be shut down. 

Employees in stations have been 
asked to remain at their posts until a 
spotter placed at some high vantage 
point has actually sighted enemy planes 
heading for the plant, or has heard the 
explosion of nearby bombs. Then the 
spotter will notify some person at a 
central point in the plant to sound an 


REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR —Thirty-two knitters from Georgia Power's collection, home 

service, sales, customers’ accounts, general accounting and mail depariments, ‘““Remem- 

ber Pearl Harbor” as they ply the needles during lunch hour as part of the company’s 
battalion of Red Cross knitters 


6 (904) 


ELECTRICAL WORLD e 


alarm. The employees are then to go 
to designated safety zones, such as 
boiler room basements, corridors under 
heavily constructed coal bunkers, or in- 
side protected stair wells, remaining 
there until the “all-clear” signal is 
given. Procedures at gas plants will 
be different from those worked out for 
electric and steam stations. 


Washington Award to 
William L. Abbott 


Engineers from all branches of the 
profession gathered in Chicago to honor 
William L. Abbott, retired chief op- 
erating engineer of Commonwealth Edi- 
son Co. and former president of the 
board of trustees at the University of 
Illinois, when he was presented re- 
cently with the Washington Award, 
coveted honor of the engineering fra- 
ternity .. . “conferred upon a brother 
engineer by his fellow engineers on ac- 
count of accomplishments which pre. 
eminently promote the happiness, com- 
fort and well-being of humanity.” 

Symbol of the citation was a bronze 
plaque (see front cover), given Mr. 
Abbott, bearing the inscription: “For 
advancing the standards of the engi- 
neering profession; for service to higher 
education; for aiding 
search.” 

When Mr. Abbott retired from active 
service with Commonwealth Edison Co. 
in 1935 he closed a distinguished utility 
career dating back more than half a 
century. Going to Chicago in 1884, 
after graduation from the University 
of Illinois as a mechanical engineer, he 
worked as a machinist and later as a 
draftsman. 

Young Abbott and two associates or- 
ganized the National Electrical Con- 
struction Co., which did construction 
work and operated several small gen- 
erating plants in Chicago’s business dis- 
trict. Mr. Abbott assumed control in 
1889 and sold it to Chicago Edison Co.. 
predecessor of Commonwealth Edison 
Co., at the same time accepting a posi- 
tion as chief engineer of the Harrison 
Street generating station. In 1899 he 
was appointed chief operating engi- 
neer, the position he held at the time 
of his retirement. During his period 
of service the number of employees 
under his supervision increased almost 
tenfold. 

From 1905 to 1923 Mr. Abbott was 
trustee of the University of Illinois and 
he was president of the board for 
fourteen of those eighteen years. He 
has served as president of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers and 
is a fellow of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers. 

The Washington Award, founded by 
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John W. Alvord of Chicago in 1916, 
has been conferred upon Herbert 
Hoover, Orville Wright, Michael Pupin, 
Bion J. Arnold, Charles F. Kettering, 
Ralph Modjeski, Ambrose Swasey and 
others. It is administered by the West- 
ern Society of Engineers and conferred 
by a commission representing the 
A.S.C.E., A.S.M.E., A.1.M.&M.E., 
AJ.E.E. and Western Society of Engi- 
neers. F. H. Lane, president of the 
Western Society of Engineers, presented 
the plaque. 


REA Buying Three 
Units of Associated 


Rural Electrification Administration 
has announced that it is financing acqui- 
sition of 1,000 miles of rural distribu- 
tion lines of three small Associated Gas 
& Electric system operating subsidiaries 
in Ohio. The companies being bought 
out, for a total of $1,100,000, are the 
General Utilities Co., Western Reserve 
Power & Light Co. and the New London 
Power Co., which have lines in twelve 
Ohio counties. 

The acquisition, which is being made 
jointly by eight REA co-ops, is one of 
the largest absorptions of utilities prop- 
erties yet arranged by REA. A total of 
$3,036,000 has been allocated to the 
co-ops and the amount not used in the 
purchase is to be held in escrow for 
construction after the war of 1,289 
miles of additional] lines in the areas. 

REA points out that at present 7.000 
customers are being served on the ex- 
isting 1,000 miles of utility lines, but 
that 3,000 other farms are beyond the 
economic reach of lines. The 1,289 miles 
to be built later will bring service to 
these 3,000 farms, in line with the REA 
policy of letting more profitable opera- 
tions help carry service to customers 
who could never support it alone. 


Chicago Invites Bids 
for Subway Signals 


Philip Harrington, Commissioner of 
Subways and Superhighways of Chi- 
cago, announced this week that sealed 
bids for installing signals and inter- 
locking equipment on the State Street 
subway, Chicago, will be received and 
opened by the city Thursday, April 2. 
at room 1940, 20 N. Wacker Drive. 
Chicago. 

Work on ‘which proposals are invited 
Covers installation of an electro-pneu- 
matically operated automatic block 
signal system, wayside signals, auto- 
matic car stops, interlocking equip- 


ment and controls for the State Street 
subway. 
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Operating Company Group 
to Speed War Effort 


Twenty-seven utilities to merge operating and engineering experience 
to extend maximum cooperation to Federal government — 
Walker leaves Texas post to head new council 


Formation of a national Council of 
Electric Operating Companies was an- 
nounced formally in Washington on 
March 6 for the purpose of extending 
the fullest cooperation of participat- 
ing utilities to the federal government 
in the war emergency. The new group 





EXPERIENCE, MAN-POWER AND EQUIP- 
MENT—Tom P. Walker, former president 
of Gulf States Utilities, will offer to help 
governmental agencies by coordinating 
the experience, man-power and equipment 
of electric operating companies 


is composed of operating electric utili- 
ties throughout the United States. 

Tom P. Walker, president of the 
Gulf States Utilities Co.. Beaumont. 
Tex., made fhe announcement as presi- 
dent of the new organization and chair- 
man of the initial committee of the 
council, Mr. Walker has _ resigned 
his utility post in order to devote full 
time tq directing the council’s activi- 
ties from Washington headquarters, 
to be opened about April 1. 

“The purpose of the council is to 
assist various governmental agencies 
responsible for the war effort by coor- 
dinating the experience, man-power and 
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equipment of the elettric operating 
companies,” Mr. Walker stated in his 
announcement. 

“Power supply is a vital factor in 
war-time. This problem alone offers 
immediate and important opportuni- 
ties for constructive cooperation be- 
tween the industry and the govern- 
ment.” 

Mr. Walker spent several days in 
Washington prior to the formal an- 
nouncement, apprising various govern- 
ment power officials of the formation 
of the new group and its program. 


Initial Committee 


Other members with Mr Walker of 
the council’s initial committee are: 


Ernest R. Acker, president Central Hud- 
son Gas & Electric Corp., Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y.; H. C. Blackwell, president Cin- 
cinnati Gas & Electric Co., Cincinnati; 
G. B. Buck, vice-president Public Service 
co. of Colorado, Denver; Price Campbell, 
president West Texas Utilities Co., Abi- 
lene, Tex.; John P. Coghlan, vice-presi- 
dent Pacific Gas & Electric Co., San 
Francisco; Charles A. Collier, vice-presi- 
dent Georgia Power Co., Atlanta. 

Sutherland Dows, president Iowa Elec- 
tric Light & Power Co., Cedar Rapids, 
Jowa; Samuel Ferguson, president Hart- 
ford Electric Light Co., Hartford, Conn.; 
R. A. Gallagher, president Public Service 
Co. of Indiana, Indianapolis; H. P. Liver- 
sidge, president Philadelphia Electric Co., 
Philadelphia; P. H. McCance, president 
Duquesne Light Co., Pittsburgh; Donald 
C. McClure, president Central Illinois 
Electric & Gas Co., Rockford, Ill.; G. C. 
Neff, president Wisconsin Power & Light 
Co., Madison. 

James H. Polhemus, president Portland 
General Electric Co., Portland, Ore.; 
K. M. Robinson, president Washington 
Water Power Co., Spokane; W. H. Sam- 
mis, vice-president Consumers Power Co., 
Jackson, Mich.; H. M. Sawyer, vice- 
president Ohio Power Co., Newark; Ches- 
ter C. Smith, president Kansas City Power 
& Light Co., Kansas City, Mo.; A. C. 
Spurr, president Monongahela West Penn 
Public Service Co., Fairmont, W. Va.; 
L. V. Sutton, president Carolina Power 
& Light ae Raleigh, nN. G 

G. W. VanDerzee, vice-president and 
general manager Wisconsin Electric Power 
Co., Milwaukee; Edmund W. Wakelee, 
president Public Service Electric & Gas 
Co., Newark, N. J.; T. W. Wilson, presi- 
dent Delaware Power & Light Co., Wil- 
mington; John S. Wise, Jr.; president 
Pennsylvania Power & Light Co., Allen- 
town; W. E. Wood, president Virginia 
Public Service Co., Alexandria, Va.; H. 
E. Young, vice-president Northern States 
Power Co., Minneapolis, Minn. 
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Military Committee to 
Curb REA-WPB Wastage 


Faddis subcommittee report claims two Arkansas and Texas projects 
approved in “reckless disregard” of copper conservation— 
Nelson, O'Brian and Krug criticised for priority procedure 


The House military affairs commit- 
tee, acting upon the report of its own 
subcommittee headed by Congressman 
Charles I. Faddis, Pennsylvania Demo- 
crat, has sharply criticised both the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
and the War Production Board’s Power 
Branch for “reckless disregard” of con- 
serving vital copper in the construction 
of two REA transmission lines in the 
Southwest. 


To Curb Wastage 


Despite the committee’s report, there 
is no indication that WPB will change 
its position and halt the REA construc- 
tion of the portions of the agency’s 
program which previously have been 
given priority aid. The committee, how- 
ever, promised that if no other way 
exists to curb REA’s materials wastage 
it would continue to bring such cases 
to public attention. 

REA is charged in the report with 
deliberately wasting copper and other 
vital materials to construct duplicating 
facilities in Texas and Arkansas and 
of “misleading the public by propa- 
ganda, claiming their duplication of 
existing power systems is necessary to 
the war program.” 

WPB Power Chief J. A. Krug is 
criticised for creating “the impression 
that he is not amenable to Congress” 
and for a “tendency to state only part 
of the facts (which) is calculated to 
mislead the committee and hinder its 
effort to ascertain the facts of the situ- 
ation.” WPB Chairman Donald M. Nel- 
son and General Counsel John L. 
O’Brian also were critically mentioned, 
the former for authorizing the REA 
transmission line in Arkansas to serve 
a government aluminum plant and the 
latter for his attitude in connection 
with a complaint that REA was violat- 
ing priorities regulation in a Texas 
construction project. 


Army Complaint 


The report further disagreed with 
Krug’s contention that the REA Ar- 
kansas line would take only 125 tons 
more copper than the line proposed 
by a utility pool, pointing out that the 
REA co-op asked for priorities for 
808.400 pounds more copper than that 
required by the utilities. 

Of the Texas lines, the report said 
they would waste “close to 5,000,000 
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pounds of copper and vast amount of 
other critical materials.” The commit- 
tee expressed amazement that O’Brian 
had not halted this work sooner than 
was done when the Army filed a formal 
complaint that the construction violated 
WPB priorities. A large part of this 
work has since been stopped by WPB 
(ELectricaAL Wor.p, February 21, page 
71), but one main duplicating line is 
being finished with high priorities. 

Two minority reports also were filed 
on the subject, one concurring in the 
general conclusions and one, signed 
only by Rep. William J. Fitzgerald, 
D., Conn., objecting to the findings. 
Both minority reports complained that 
the subcommittee had not called Nel- 
son or top REA officials to testify. 


Lamp Committee to 
Work with War Board 


Formation of an industry advisory 
committee in the incandescent and 
fluorescent lamp field to work with the 
War Production Board was completed 
this week. 

First job before the committee will 
be working out a reduction in the num- 
ber of sizes and voltages of incandes- 
cent bulbs. At a preliminary discus- 
sion in Washington it was tentatively 
agreed that the 2.500 different sizes 
now in commercial stocks could be cut 
to around 1,000 and that voltages could 
be limited to 110. 115 and 125, Pur- 
pose is to eliminate the variety of in- 
ventory dealers must carry, thus reduc- 
ing the amount of critical 
tied up in stocks. 

Members of the committee are Leon- 
ard Grossman, president Jewel Incan- 


materials 


Electric Utility Angles on 
Industrial Conversion 


A study of electric utility responsibili- 
ties for, and opportunities in, conversion of 
small manufacturing plants to war goods 
production will be published in the next, 
March 21, issue of “Electrical World.” 
Extra copies of the study will be avail- 
able in limited number; requests for them 
should be made promptly. 
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descent Lamp Co.; F. A. Vosburgh, Jr.. 
president Carlton Electric Lamp Co.; 
A. M. Parker, president Wabash Ap. 
pliance Corp.; E. S. Kirby, president 
Save Electric Corp., F. N. Bishop, man- 
ager parts department, lamp division, 
General Electric Co.; H. G. Cheney, 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Co.; C. P. Boggs, assistant to the 
executive vice-president. Hygrade Syl- 
vania Corp., and R. E. Carlson, vice- 
president Tung-Sol Lamp Works. Louis 
C. Upton, chief of the Consumers’ Dur- 
able Goods Branch of WPB, will act as 
the government presiding officer at 
committee sessions. 


California Leagues 
Merge Activities 


Merger of two California promotional 
leagues—the Electric Appliance Soci- 
ety of Northern California and the 
Northern California Electrical Bureau 
—was announced recently. 

Under the name of the Northern 
California Electrical Bureau, the com- 
bined group will operate from head- 
quarters in the Western Merchandise 
Mart at San Francisco. A concentrated 
program has been worked out to assist 
dealers, distributors, contractors, whole- 
salers and manufacturers with present- 
day problems and marketing and edu- 
cational activities. 

The new 
sections— 
and 


will include four 
appliance. wiring, lighting 
educational—all under the gen- 
eral supervision of an executive com- 
mittee and a larger board of directors 
composed of representatives from man- 
ufacturers. wholesalers. retailers, con- 
tractors, the utility and from the in- 
dustry at large. Directorate will in- 
clude the executive committee, repre- 
sentatives of the four sections and each 
of the units, which will be established 
in each community or trading area in 
northern and central California. 


set-up 


PUD Wins in Court Test 


U. S. Supreme Court has denied the 
petition of the Puget Sound Power & 
Light Co. for review of lower court de- 
cisions approving the condemnation of 
certain utility property by Whatcom 
County Public Utility District No. | at 
a price of $5,000,000. 


Power Saving 0.35% 


In the February 28 issue of ELectRl- 
caAL Wor.p it was stated that war-time 
saving in Oklahoma would amount to 4 
percent. The statement should have 
been that the savings amount to 0.39%. 
1942 
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Oregon People Would 


Halt Public Power 


Efforts to extend public ownership of 
power distribution systems should be 
postponed until after the war, was the 
consensus in a public opinion survey 
conducted in Portland, Ore., by “The 
Front Door Ballot Box.” Sixty-one per- 
cent of the cross-section polled were in 
favor of the abandonment of the public 
ownership campaign, while 39 percent 
felt that it should be continued in spite 
of the war. 

The question was “Do you, or do you 
not, believe that efforts to extend public 
ownership of power distribution systems 
should be adjourned for the war?” The 
question of private vs. public opera- 
tion of power has been particularly 
active in Portland in recent months, due 
to the effort of the Bonneville Admin- 
istration to force a contract for the sale 
of power to Portland General Electric 
Co.. under which the company would 
agree to sell portions of its property to 
public bodies and give up an option 
to Bonneville for the subsequent sale 
of the entire property of the company. 

In the breakdown of the poll by eco- 
nomic groups, it was found that every 
income group from high to low except 

persons on relief were in favor of calling 
off the public vs. private power fight. 
In the breakdown between men and 
women, it was found that a higher per- 
centage of men favored the adjournment 
of hostilities than women. 


Unusual Provision 
in Bonneville Deal 


Bonneville Power Administration this 
week announced a five-year contract to 
supply 97,500 kw. to the aluminum plant 
being built at Troutdale, Ore., for op- 
eration by Aluminum Co. of America for 
Defense Plant Corp. account. The con- 
tract rate is the standard Bonneville 
charge of $17.50 per kilowatt-year, with 
DPC assuming cost of feeder lines and 
substation installations at the plant site. 

Noteworthy, however, is the provision 
in the contract which commits the Bon- 
neville administrator to negotiate for a 
renewal of the contract in event of sale 
of the plant by DPC only if the buyer 
is “deemed by the administrator to be 
satisfactory as a purchaser of power.” 
Secretary Ickes last year refused to con- 
tract to supply additional Bonneville 
power to the Aluminum Co. when it of- 
fered to expand its Northwest facilities 
with its own funds, and later sought to 
have the plant government operated. 

Ow Secretary Ickes uses his control of 
Bonneville power to give himself a veto 
over any future efforts by DPC to sell 

its plant, 





SPARE CAPACITY ENLISTS—Increasing power demands on spare capacity are nar- 
rowing the margin necessary for the most dependable service, but this sacrifice is well 
worth the additional production made possible, declared Irwin L. Moore, president New 
England Power Association, at the 66th quarterly meeting of the New England Council, 
held at Hariford, Conn., March 6. So far the energy supply in the New England 
Power System has met the test, but if rationing becomes necessary later in utilizing 
New England's labor pool for industrial production it will be because mobilization of 
war activities or lack of time to develop added facilities requires diversion of materials 


to war purposes 





In announcing the Troutdale contract. 
Bonneville Administrator Paul J. Raver 
stated that informal commitments for 
serving nine additional war plants have 
been made. The Troutdale contract, he 
added. is the fourteenth war power con- 
tract signed by Bonneville and brings 
total power commitments to 425.635 kw. 


Rule on PUD Tax Powers 
Handed Down in Oregon 


A people’s utility district can issue 
revenue bonds or other obligations pay- 
able solely from revenues derived by the 
district from its operations of utility 
properties, but having issued such rev- 
enue bonds a district cannot levy ad 
valorem taxes against the property in 
the district for payment of either prin- 
cipal or interest on these bonds, At- 
torney-General I. H. Van Winkle has 
ruled. 

The opinion was requested by George 
Joseph, Portland, chairman of the state 
hydro-electric commission. The opin- 
ion covers specifically the authority of 
a people’s utility district to levy ad 
valorem taxes in event the revenues from 
its operations are insufficient to pay the 
principal and interest on the revenue 
bonds as well as all costs of operation 
and maintenance, including taxes. At- 
torney-General Van Winkle held that 
it is beyond the powers of the district 
to levy taxes for these purposes. 
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Puget Sound Utility Wins 
Home Lighting Contest 


Puget Sound Power & Light Co., 
Seattle, is the winner of the first award 
of $500 in the Home Lighting Contest 
for the last six months of 1941, spon- 
sored by the Home Lighting Committee 
of Edison Electric Institute. 

The second award of $200 was won 
by Kentucky Utilities Co., Lexington, 
and the third award of $100 by Ne- 
braska Power Co., Omaha. 

Four awards of $50 each were re- 
ceived by West Penn Power Co., Pitts- 
burgh: Ohio Public Service Co., Cleve- 
land, Ohio: Kansas Gas & Electric Co., 
Wichita, Kan., and Public Service Elec- 
tric & Gas Co., Newark, N. J. 

The contest covered sales of I.E.S. 
lamps and other portables, pin-to-wall 
lamps, lighting fixtures, adapters, con- 
verters and modernizers. 


Turn Down City Plant 


By a vote of 2.411 to 1,280 the pro- 
posed acquisition of the Burlington, Vt., 
property of the Green Mountain Power 
Corp. by the city failed to pass at an 
election held last week. The plan pro- 
vided for the issuance of not more than 
$1,325,000 in bonds by the city to merge 
these Green Mountain facilities and 
business with the Burlington municipal 
light department. 
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Safety in War-Time 
Is Convention Theme 


Ways and means of protecting plant 
property and personnel against sabo- 
tage and air raids to insure “Production 
for Victory” keynoted the thirteenth 
annual safety convention and exposi- 
tion of the Greater New York Safety 
Council in New York City last week. 

Proper procedures in combating fires 
and explosions were demonstrated and 
discussed in two sessions on Friday. 
At one of these, presided over by Ed- 
ward P. Durfee, Consolidated Edison 
Co. of New York, Inc., Fred J. Roeben, 
Jr., of the same utility, told of simple 
means to be used in fighting these 
under emergency conditions. Proper 
handling of the incendiary bomb fire 
was also treated at an afternoon ses- 
sion, at ‘which the chairman was W. J. 
O’Rourke, also of Consolidated Edison. 
At this latter meeting A. C. Hutson, 
National Board of Fire Underwriters, 
declared that leak-proof storage and 
preventing the flammable liquids from 
coming in contact with air during han- 
dling are practices essential to safety in 
storing and handling solvents. He rec- 
ommended that all equipment be 
grounded for protection against static 
electricity. 


War Lighting 


Recent lighting developments, with 
particular emphasis on equipment for 
defense industries and the military 
services, were shown and described by 
C. E. Weitz, General Electric Co., and 
chairman of the committee on progress 
of the Illuminating Engineering So- 
ciety. Germicidal lamps, heat lamps 
and ultraviolet lighting applications 
for blackout purposes were especially 
stressed by Mr. Weitz. Changes in 
lighting conditions during blackout was 
the subject of a discussion by Samuel 
G. Hibben, Westinghouse Lamp Divi- 
sion, who explained the lighting prob- 
lems involved and some representative 
solutions, Earlier in the week Mr. Hib- 
ben participated in a panel discussion 
on correct illumination and related fac- 
tors of an eye-conservation program. 

Fitting prescription-ground _ safety 
spectacles to workers engaged in eye- 
hazardous jobs and to those whose 
vision is impaired has curtailed eye 
injuries and increased and improved 
production in the Pittsfield, Mass., plant 
of the General Electric Co., according 
to J. E. Mercure, director of safety 
at the plant, who told of the experi- 
ment in eye protection. 

At the Inter-American Safety Coun- 
cil luncheon an industrial safety award 
was made to the Havana Division, Cia. 
Cubana de Electricidad, for its record 
of 2,496,280 accident-free man-hours. 
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Safety equipment was shown by 
some 70 manufacturers at the exposi- 
tion, with the equipment theme of 
“Safety Geared to War.” 


PUD to Vote on System 


Union County people’s utility dis- 
trict, La Grande, Ore., has scheduled for 
May 15 an election on a $925,000 bond 
issue to finance a power distribution 
system. The PUD has signed a twenty- 
year contract with the Bonneville Ad- 
ministration, providing that electricity 
will be supplied if the PUD constructs 
the distribution system within eighteen 
months. 


MEETINGS 


Oklahoma Utilities Association — Annual conven- 
tion, Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City, Okla.. 
March 23-24. Miss Kate A. Niblack, secretary, 
625-626 Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers — 
Spring meeting, Rice Hotel, Houston, Texas, 
March 23-25. . E. Davies, national secretary, 
29 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


Edison Electric Institute — Annual sales confer- 
ence, Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, Ill., 
March 23-27. Major H. S. Bennion, managin 
director, 420 Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y. 


Missouri Valley Electric Association—Annual en- 
gineering conference, Hotel Continental, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., March 26-27. |. D. Pettegrew, 
director, 1527 Sharp Bldg., Lincoln, Neb. 

Midwest Power Conference — Annual meeting, 
Palmer House, Chicago, Ill., April 9-10, Charles 
A. Nash, conference secretary, I\linois Institute 
of Technology, Chicago, Ill. 

Missouri Association of Public Utilities—Annual 
convention, Jefferson Hotel, St. Louis, Mo., 
April 14-15, Jesse Blythe, assistant secretary, 
101 West High St., Jefferson City, Mo. 

Electrochemical Society—Spring convention, Hotel 

Hermitage, Nashville, Tenn., April 15-18. Colin 

G. Fink, secretary, Columbia University, 3000 
Broadway, New York ee 

Southeastern Electric Exchange—Annual confer- 
ence, Edgewater Gulf Hotel, Edgewater Park, 
Miss., April 16-17. J. W. Talley, executive sec- 
retary, 303 Haas-Howell Bldg., Atlanta, Ga. 


Northwest Electric Light and Power Association— 
Engineering and operating section, Olympic 
Hotel, Seattle, Wash., April 23-24. Berkeley 
Snow, executive secretary, 418 Spalding Bldg. 
Portland, Ore. 

Maryland Utilities Association — Spring meeting, 
Lord Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, Md., April 
24. Wilson Cook, secretary, Potomac Edison 
Company Bldg., Frederick, Md. 

Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Spring 
conference, Royal Connaught Hotel, Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada, April 27-28. Brent Wiley, 
managing director, Empire Bldg., Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 

Chamber of Commerce of the United States — 
Annual meeting, Washington, D. C., April 
27-30. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers — 
North Eastern District, Schenectady, N. Y., 
April 29-May |; summer meeting, Chicago, Ill. 
June 22-26. H. H. Henline, national secretary, 
33 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


National Fire Protection Association — Annual 
meeting, Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, Atlantic City, 
N. J., May I-15. Robert S. Moulton, technical 
secretary, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass. 


National Metal Trades Association—Annual con- 
vention, Biltmore Hotel, New York, N. Y., May 
19-20. Harry S. Flynn, secretary, 122 S$. Michi- 
gan Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

Pacific Coast Electrical Association—Annual con- 
vention, Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco, Calif., 
May 21-22. Victor W. Hartley, managing di- 
rector, Edison Bldg., Los Angeles, Calif. 

National Association of Purchasing Agents—An- 
nual convention, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New 
York, N. Y., May 25-27. G. A. Renard, execu- 
tive secretary-treasurer, || Park Place, New 
York, N. Y. 

American Society for Testing Materials—Annual 
meeting, Chalfonte- Haddon Hall, Atlantic 
City, N. J., June 22-26. R. E. Hess, assistant 
secretary, 260 S. Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Meter Jewel Rating 
Moved Up a Notch 


Priority regulations on jewel bearings 
and jewel bearing materials have been 
modified to permit manufacturers to 
fill any order rated A-9 or higher. This 
change in Priority Order M-50 takes 
the place of formal allocation by the 
War Production Board which was to 
have been inaugurated this month. 

Officials of the miscellaneous minerals 
branch explained they stopped just short 
of the overcrowded A-10 priority level 
in order to retain wider control over 
jewel supplies. This probably means 
that utilities will have to file PD-1A 
forms to get new meters until the 
general repair and maintenance rating 
of P-46 is raised or further change is 
made in M-50. Officials, however, re- 
iterated their intention of making avail- 
able an adequate supply of jewels for 
meters. 


Radios, Phonographs 
Not to Be Rationed 


Radio and phonograph production is 
to end for the war’s duration on April 
22, so that the manufacturing space 
and facilities which last year turned 
out a quarter-million dollars worth of 
products can be devoted to making 
fighting materiel. 

Unlike other civilian durable goods 
upon which production is being stopped, 
radios and phonographs aren’t to be 
rationed, the War Production Board 
has decided. It will be first come, first 
served so long as the retailers’ stocks 
last. Replacement parts production will 
be continued to keep the nation’s 60,- 
000,000 receiving sets in operating con- 
dition. 

The 55 manufacturing concerns af- 
fected by the stop-production order al- 
ready have more than a _half-billion 
dollars in war orders—twice the 1941 
output—on their books and 95 percent 
conversion of facilities is anticipated 
before June. 


City Loses Generator 


The $1,000,000 improvement pro- 
gram started by the municipal light 
plant at Richmond, Ind., has been or- 
dered abandoned because of the gov- 
ernment requisitioning a  15,000-kw. 
turbo-generator being built for the 
plant and scheduled to be delivered 
early in the summer. The generator was 
needed for a new magnesium plant. 
Government officials have advised the 
plant officials to interconnect with 4 
private utility. 
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THAT KANSAS CITY MAY REMEMBER—Right in the center of its main display floor lobby Kansas 
City Power & Light has erected this beautiful large plaque—’’That Freedom May Live Forever’— 
bearing names of employees in the armed services. On the reverse is a Defense Bond exhibit 


MOBILE RADIO FOR EMERGENCIES—Should an emergency impair normal communication Boston 

Edison’s progressing installation of 25 FM radio-telephone sets for truck mounting will span gaps 

between field locations and headquarters. The sets are rated at 35 watts for mobile and 50 watts 

for fixed station use. Main generating plants, the company’s emergency administration headquar- 

ters, two important transmission switching stations and auxiliary load-dispatching headquarters are 
also being equipped for radio telephony 
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230-KV. SWITCH—Shown is one of four 2M 
throw, gang-operated, air-break disconney 
Boulder Dam, but not yet in service, |} js 
several others, including a 230-kv. tandey 
service this spring. Switches were made by 


IMPROVED POWER SUPPLY FOR PORTIW 
over to a new source of electricity wher Jo 
Portland General Electric Co., secured oe 
this switch. Looking on is Walter Dennis 
Northwestern Electric Co. The change #™ 

ground floor substation from 





i 200-amp.. three-pole, single- 
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SYNCHRONOUS CONDENSER TO FREQUENCY CHANGER—This Westinghouse hydrogen-cooled frequency changer 


is used to interchange power between the 50-cycle system of the Southern California Edison Co. and the 60-cycle 
system of San Diego Gas & Electric Co. One-half of the machine, which was installed in 1939, was purchased to 


operate as a ten-pole, 50,000-kva. synchronous condenser, but was designed to permit operation as a motor or 

generator. An increase in interchange capacity between the two utilities became desirable because of the rapid 

increase in national defense loads. This increased capacity was recently obtained by adding a twelve-pole 
synchronous machine to the condenser, thus converting it to a frequency changer 








Westinghouse Briefs 
Announcing a NEW 


Reference Book 


Today, over two decades since the first edition of 
William Nesbitt’s classic book “Electrical Characteristics 
of Transmission Circuits,’ transmission line voltages 
have doubled, lines are longer, interconnections are 
more extensive and new methods of calculating per- 
formance have been adopted. To assist in solving the 
increasingly complex problems brought about by these 
changes, Westinghouse has completed a new book, the 
“Electrical Transmission and Distribution Reference Book,” 
which may be purchased after March 31st. Price, $5.00. 
Address Westinghouse 3N52, East Pittsburgh, Pa. 
WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC & MFG. CO., E. PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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MODERN MACHINES—These four 20.888 kv-a umbrella- 


type water wheel generators illustrate the typical modern 


machines discussed in the chapter, “‘Machine Characteristics.” 


\ great number of drawings, formulas, and diagrams are used 


throughout the book, giving unusual clarity to explanations. 


CALCULATING STABILITY—The effect of circuit breaker 
clearing time upon system stability, shown in the figure above, 
is one of the many calculations covered in the chapter “System 


Stability—-Examples of Calculation.” Other chapters deal with 


every important phase of modern transmission line study. 
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NEW AUTHORITATIVE TEXT—In writing the 
Electrical Transmission and Distribution Reference 
Book, fourteen Westinghouse Central Station 
Engineers contributed their specialized and prac- 
tical knowledge. They were aided by other special- 
ists and by co-operative studies with electric power 
companies. This comprehensive background makes 
the new text an invaluable aid in solving every- 


day power transmission problems. 


PROVES THEORY—Field station records of this stroke 
of lightning, photographed as it struck close to a 250 ky 
line, showed no abnormal voltage. The new book explains how 
this instance was responsible for establishing protection agains! 


direct strokes as the basis for line design. 


Westinghouse 
















Output Continues 
Seasonal Decline 


The amount of electrical energy dis- 
tributed by the electric light and power 
industry for the week ended Saturday, 
March 7, was 3,392,121,000 kw.-hr., 
according to the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute, a decline of 17,786,000 kw.-hr., 
which follows the seasonal pattern of 
1940, 1939 and previous years. 

This decline appears to be nothing 
more than the customary March trend. 
The fact that the percentage increase 
over the corresponding week a year ago 
has now declined below the normal 
zone to 12.9 percent is probably a re- 
sult of the bulge in the 1941 curve, 
mentioned last week. 

In the geographic divisions the 
Pacific Coast increase of 25.2 percent 
is approximately double the national 
figure of 12.9 percent, with the Mid- 
Atlantic area’s increase continuing at 
the bottom of the scale. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw-Hr. 


1942 194) 1940 
Mar. 7 3,392 Mar. 8 3,005 Mar. 9 2,553 
Feb. 28 3,410 Mar. | 2,993 Mar. 2 2,568 
Feb. 21 3,424 Feb. 22 2,986 Feb. 24 2,547 
Feb. 14 3,422¢ Feb. 15 2,976 Feb. 17 2,565 
Feb. 7 3,475 Feb. 8 2,989 Feb. 10 2,616 
Jan. 31 3,468 Feb. I 2,994 Feb. 3 2,633 
Jan. 24 3,440 Jan, 25 2,99% Jan. 27 2,661 
Jan. 17 3,450 Jan. 18 3,013 Jan. 20 2,674 
Jan. 10 3,473* Jan. II 3,002 Jan. 13 2,688 
Jan. 3 3,289 Jan. 4 2,846 Jan. 6 2,558 


Percent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 
St 
Mar.7 Feb. 28 Feb. 21 
; 13. +13. +16.7 











New England +13.5 13.1 

Mid-Atlantic .... . -— BF + 9.5 +12.1 
Central Industrial +11.0 +12.9 +13.1 
West Central . +12.1 +13.1 +13.8 
Southern States +12.8 +145 +14.4 
Rocky Mountain . +-15.2 +17,3 +13.5 
Pacific Coast . +25.2 +23.4 +23.9 
Total United States +12.9 +13.9 +14.7 


*Revised. + War-time began. 


Billions of Kw.-Hr. 








Energy Production 
Rises 15 Percent 


Electric energy produced for public 
use in January, 1942, totaled 15,353,- 
613,000 kw.-hr., an increase of 15.2 
percent over production in January, 
1941, according to a report issued by 
the Federal Power Commission. 

Average daily production of electric 
energy for public use in January was 
933,112,000 kw.-hr., a decrease of 0.03 
percent from average daily production 
during the previous month. Production 
‘y water power in January amounted 
0 4.580,500,000 kw.-hr., or 29.8 percent 
of the total output for public use. 

For the twelve months ended Janu- 
ary 31, the publication shows, total 
production for public use was 166,- 
10,733,000 kw.-hr., an increase of 16.3 
Percent over the 143,585,699,000 kw.-hr. 
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produced in the twelve months ended 
January 31, 1941. 

The capacity of generating plants 
in service in the United States on Janu- 
ary 31 totaled 44,237,596 kw., a net 
increase of 213,377 kw. over generating 
capacity reported in De- 
cember 31, 1941. 

The table carried in previous reports 
showing the movement of 
energy across state 
tion of electrical 


serv ice on 


electrical 

lines and_ utiliza- 
energy within the 
states no longer appears as the com- 
mission has discontinued its request 
to the utilities for the monthly report- 
ing of these data. 


Canadian Output Spurts 


Output of Canadian central electric 
stations climbed to a new high level 
of 3,226,289,000 kw.-hr. in the month 


14, 1942 


of January, the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics reports. This compares with 
3,.220.800,000 kw.-hr. in December and 
2.634.695.000 in January. 1941. 


Utility Finishes Plant 
Modernizing Project 


Extensive modernizing work at the 
Washington Water Power Co.’s Grange- 
ville power plant on the south fork 
of the Clearwater River has been com- 
pleted, B. M. Merrill, manager of the 


power supply department, has an- 
nounced. 
Purpose of the modernizing work 


was to improve voltage conditions and 
continuity of service in the Grange- 
ville area and to increase electrical 
output. Work was begun last May. 
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Iowa Utility Elects 
Bower Vice-President 


Directors of the Iowa Electric Light 
& Power Co., Cedar Rapids, have 
elected L. V. Bower to serve as vice- 
president of the company. Mr. Bower, 


who served on the board of directors 
of the company from 1933 to 1939, 
has been one of the partners of the 
firm of Harris, Hall & Co., investment 
bankers, Chicago. His work was largely 
devoted to matters of public utility op- 
eration and finance, in the course of 
which he has become acquainted with 
the operators and operations of many 
utility companies in various parts of 
the country. In becoming an officer of 
the lowa utility company, Mr. Bower 
has retired from the investment banking 
business and severed all 
with his former associates. 

Mr. Bower was graduated from Wes- 
leyan University, Middletown, Conn., 
in 1918. He entered the securities busi- 
ness in 1920 with the Harris Trust & 
Savings Bank in Chicago, of which 
he was made an assistant vice-presi- 
dent. Later he became one of the 
partners of Harris, Hall & Co., which 
in 1935 took over the underwriting 
and securities business formerly han- 
dled by the bank. 


connections 
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> Henry B. Bryans, executive vice- 
president and director of the Philadel- 
phia Electric Co., has been elected a 
term trustee of the University of Penn- 
sylvania. Mr. Bryans’ election by the 
trustees fills a vacancy caused by the 
death of Dr. Josiah H. Penniman, pro- 
vost emeritus of the university. He will 
serve for the remainder of a ten-year 
term to which Dr. Penniman was elected 
in 1938. 


Grettum Heads Eastern 
Oregon Light & Power 


LeRoy A. Grettum, vice-president and 
general manager of the Eastern Oregon 
Light & Power Co., Baker, Ore., has 
recently been elected president, retain- 
ing as well the general managership. 

Graduating in electrical engineering 
from the University of Minnesota in 
1923, Mr. Grettum spent the next ten 
years in engineering and other work 
for the Mississippi Valley Public Serv- 
ice Co. at Winona, Minn. In 1933 he 
transferred his interests to Baker, first 


serving as operating manager and then 
as vice-president and general manager. 

Mr. Grettum is a past-president of 
the Northwest Electric Light and Power 
Association. 
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Robert H. O’Brien New 
SEC Commissioner 


Robert H. O’Brien, who was recently 
named a member of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, has been asso- 
ciated with the staff of the SEC since 


1934, when he joined that board as 
assistant director of the registration 
division. He served successively as as 
sistant general counsel, associate di- 
rector and director of the public utilities 
division. 

Mr. O’Brien was born in Helena, 
Mont., and was educated at Beloit Col- 
lege, Beloit, Wis.. and at the University 
of Chicago. He spent 2% years with 
the Anaconda Copper Mining Co. as 4 
mining engineer before turning to the 
law. He served for a year as a member 
of the legal department of the Public 
Works Administration previous to joil- 
ing the SEC. 


> H. B. Waters of Salt Lake City has 
been promoted from president and gen- 
eral manager to president and chait- 
man of the board of the Telluride 
Power Co. Mr. Waters has been with 
the company about 25 years. Paut B: 
AsHwortH, also a veteran employee 
and assistant manager of the compaly, 
1942 
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was promoted to general manager. He 
will maintain operation headquarters 
at Richfield and Mr. Waters will con- 
tinue in his office at Salt Lake City. 


> Cort. WittiAM KeELLy, president of 
the Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern Power 
Corp.. has been elected president of 
the Buffalo Niagara Electric Corp., to 
succeed the late H. L. Mann. Both com- 
panies are units in the Niagara Hud- 
son Power Corp. system. 


> W. G. Murrin, president British Co- 
lumbia Power Corp., Ltd., and head of 
its subsidiary, the B. C. Electric Rail- 
way Co., has been made the recipient 
of the Julian C. Smith Medal of the 
Engineering Institute of Canada _ for 
“achievements in the development of 
Canada.” 


> Ropinson S. KersH, an_ industrial 
sales engineer, has been appointed 
manager of the Houston, Tex., office of 
the Westinghouse Electric & Manu- 
facturing Co. Mr. Kersh has been iden- 
tified with Westinghouse since 1929. 


> Ractpuw R. Newouist has been named 
as assistant to Walter Geist, vice-presi- 
dent of Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing 
Co. Before assuming his new position 
Mr. Newquist was the manager of Allis- 
Chalmers Co.’s district office at Hous- 
ton, Tex. He also served in the 
company’s district offices in Chicago, 
Pittsburgh and Boston. He joined the 
company in 1934. C. W. SCHWEERs suc- 
ceeds Mr. Newquist as manager of the 
Houston office. 


PS. E. Scuuttz, chief engineer of the 
Bonneville Power Administration, has 
joined the staff of J. A. Krug, chief of 
the War Production Board Power 
Branch, as a power supply consultant, 
particularly on Northwest power prob- 
lems. Several months ago Mr. Krug 
was blocked in efforts to get Mr. 
Schultz to head the priorities section 
of the Power Branch when Secretary 
Ickes refused to agree to the shift. In 
his new assignment Mr. Schultz is 
being loaned by the Bonneville agency. 


>T. D. Foster, manager of the acces- 
sory equipment section, appliance and 
merchandise department, General Elec- 
tric Co., has been appointed manager of 
the wiring device section of that depart- 
ment to succeed J. C. DALLAM, who has 
retired aftér 40 years of service. Mr. 
Foster will retain his present position 
in addition to his new duties as man- 
ager of the wiring device section. He 
recently completed four terms as chair- 
man of the flexible cord and cord sec- 
tion of the National Electrical Manufac- 
turers Association. He is also a mem- 
her of the wiring device section and the 
fuse section of the same association. 
In 1905 Mr. Dallam began his 36-year 
association with wiring devices, on 
Which ie holds four patents. 


ELECTRICAL WORLD e 


March 14, 


General Electric Names 
New Vice-Presidents 
T. F. Barton of New York and W. B. 


Clayton of Dallas, Tex., have been 
elected commercial vice-presidents of 
the General Electric Co. Both have been 
district 


managers in their respective 
territories and will continue as such. 
A native of Orangeburg, S. C., Mr. 





T. F. Barton 


Barton entered the employ of General 
Electric in 1906, the year he was 
graduated from Clemson A. & M. Col- 
lege. He became district engineer of 
the New York territory in 1927, was 
appointed assistant manager of the dis- 
trict in 1939 and manager in January, 
1941. He has twice won the Charles A. 
Coffin Foundation award, highest honor 
which General Electric bestows upon 
its employees. 

Mr. Clayton was graduated from the 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute in 1905 
and joined General Electric that year 





W. B. Clayton 


as a student engineer. In 1924, when 
the southwest district was organized 
with Dallas as headquarters, Mr. Clay- 


1942 


ton was named manager of the central 
station department and assistant man- 
ager of the district. In 1939 he was 
promoted to the position of district 
manager. 


> Artuur L. Brown, Northern Electric 
Co., Montreal. has been appointed by 
the Wartime Prices and Trade Board as 
administrator of electrical wires and 
cables. electrical fittings and fixtures, 
wiring materials. supplies and com- 
munication equipment and W. E. Ross, 
Canadian General Electric Co., Toronto, 
as administrator of electrical appara- 
tus, electrical machinery and electrical 
instruments. 


> Grorce M. WILts has retired as gen- 
eral superintendent of the California 
Electric Power Co. after more than 
eighteen years in that position. Mr. 
Wills started in the Goldfield district 
in 1908. where he remained until 1913. 
He was away for three years and on 
his return was successively draftsman 
in the engineering department, a fore- 
man and superintendent of insulator 
tests. In 1920 he was made district 
superintendent and assistant general 
superintendent and, three years later, 
general superintendent. 


OBITUARY 


> Vicror E. Zetrerserc. 50. former 
refrigeration engineer with the Coghlin 
Electric Co.. Worcester, Mass., and at 
one time manager of the Worcester 
branch of the Frigidaire section of 
General Motors. died at Ripton, Vt., 
on February 27. He retired two years 
ago because of ill health. 


> James FE. Barrett. Madera district 
manager of the Pacific Gas & Electric 
Co. since 1923, died on December 7, 
following an abdominal operation. Mr. 
Barrett had been connected with Pacific 
Gas since 1917. 


> C. H. EpMan, Madera district power 
salesman of the San Joaquin Power 
division of Pacific Gas & Electric Co., 
was killed in an automobile accident 
on December 29. He had been with the 
power company since 1924. Mr. Edman 
was a frequent contributor to Electrical 
West, a McGraw-Hill publication, on 
rural electrification subjects. 


> Lucius A. Dersy, 90, a pioneer elec- 
trical contractor in Massachusetts, died 
at San Mateo, Fla., February 13. He 
was born in Orford, N. H., and in early 
life was associated with Alexander Gra- 
ham Bell, erecting a telephone line 
between Plymouth and_ Franconia, 
N. H., and later installing initial elec- 
tric lighting equipment at Lowell, 
Mass. For many years he was presi- 
dent of the L. A. Derby Electrical Co., 
Lowell. 
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ANUFACTURING -MARKETS 


Mexican Companies 
Adopt Meter Troughs 


For many years small export meters 
of either the open-wire type terminal 
structure or concentric cables types 
have been used by Mexican power 
companies. Now they have adopted the 
U.S.A. meter trough program and are 
in position to secure more meter 
mountings with the same amount of 
metal used for inclosures. 

Simultaneously, they have  mini- 
mized tampering and diversion as well 
as dodging the unavailability of alumi- 
num for meter bases. Socket-type 
meter standards carrying U.S.A. di- 
mensions have been adopted. Thus, as 
far as the meters are concerned, the 
new Mexican standards will afford 
complete interchangeability with Amer- 
ican products. 

Such troughs as are used in Mexico 
will be manufactured under Westing- 
house license by Productos Electricos 
Piramide, S.A. of Mexico City. 


Square D Establishes 
Research Laboratory 


Establishment of a research labora- 
tory by Square D Company at its Elm- 
hurst, N. Y., plant to carry on a pro- 
gram of intensive research and devel- 
opment work encompassing the activi- 
ties of the entire company was an- 
nounced by F. W. Magin, president, in 
the annual report recently issued. In 
1941 an addition to the plant at Peru, 
Ind., was constructed and additional 
plant facilities at Detroit purchased. 

“The company has continued to carry 
on its research and development work 
throughout the year. New products have 
been developed, and are now on the mar- 
ket, which have been very favorably re- 
ceived. The cost of this research and 
development work, so absolutely essen- 
tial in our field, together with the cost of 
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all tools and dies in connection there- 
with, has been charged off during the 
year,” Mr. Magin states in his message 
to stockholders. “Every effort has been 
made to assist in the promotion of the 
defense program by supplying, in the 
shortest time possble, Square D equip- 
ment for airplanes, and manufacturing 
plants and machinery being installed 
throughout the country.” Mr. Magin 
said. 


1941 Net Reported 
by Wagner Electric 


Wagner Electric Corp. and subsidi- 
aries for the year 1941 report net profit, 
after $126,816 provision for inventory 
overhead increase, $400,000 reserve for 
contingencies and $3,114,274 provision 
for federal, state and foreign income 
taxes and excess profits taxes, of $1,427,- 
795, equal to $3.65 a share on 391,385 
shares. 

Net profit for 1940 was $1,215,901, 
or $3.10 a share after $696,119 of fed- 
eral, state and foreign income taxes and 
excess profits taxes and after $207,277 
provision for inventory overhead in- 
crease. 


G.E. Puts Average Pay 
at $2,346 in 1941 


The average annual earnings per 
General Electric Co. employee amounted 
to $2,346 in 1941, compared with $2,011 
in 1940, and were the highest in the his- 
tory of the company, President Charles 
E. Wilson has announced. 

The average number employed by 
General Electric during 1941 was 
109,689, compared with 76,314 during 
1940, and total earnings of employees 
amounted to $257,364,000, compared 
with $153,497,000 a year earlier, an in- 
crease of 68 percent. There were 
122.840 employees on the company’s 
payroll on December 31, 1941, not in- 
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cluding employees of affiliated compa- 
nies or the 2,800 General Electric men 
who were in military service at the end 
of the year. 

Mr. Wilson also announced that the 
total amount which will be received by 
employees under the company’s general 
profit-sharing plan for the full year 194] 
is $4,704,866, compared with $4,636,208 
for 1940. 


Cutler-Hammer Net 
Totals $1,498,616 


Cutler-Hammer, Inc., reports for the 
year 1941 net income of $1,498,616 
after $250,000 reserve for possible in- 
ventory price decline and post-war ad- 
justment and $3,305,242 provision for 
federal income and excess profits taxes, 
equal to $2.27 a share on 659,998 com- 
mon shares outstanding. 

Net income in 1940 totaled $1,280,894 
in 1940, after $71,427 provision for in- 
ventory fluctuations and contingencies 
and $1,159,773 for taxes, or $1.94 a 
share. Current assets amounted to $9,- 
661,750, including inventories of $5,114,- 
529, and current liabilities were $5.080,- 
642 on December 31, 1941. 


Commerce Unit Shuffled 


A reorganization of the Division of 
Industrial Economy in the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce t0 
adjust it to new conditions caused by 
the war has been announced by Secre- 
tary of Commerce Jesse Jones. This 
division was one of five created last 
September in the reorganization of the 
bureau carried out at that time. Under 
the recent reorganization the Public 
Utilities Unit has been discontinued 
and a new Public Utility and Service 
Unit has been formed with T. W. Dela- 
hanty as administrative chief. 
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Alan Sharp in Charge of 
Emergency Wiring Plans 


L. Alan Sharp, electrical engineer, 
U. S. housing authority, has been ap- 
pointed chairman of the committee 
charged with the duty of formulating 
war emergency policy concerning wir- 
ing methods, particularly for canton- 
ments and housing projects, to be 
recommended to or adopted by the 
various federal government agencies. 

Factual information, brief or authen- 
tic data in condensed form on conserva- 
tion of strategic materials, tools, dies 
and production facilities, stock and 
availability of materials, safety to life 
and property, ultimate effect upon 
peace-time standards and _ installation 
rules for new wiring methods from 
recognized industry organizations or 
other interested groups should be made 
available to this committee and ad- 
dressed to L. Alan Sharp. chairman, 
Working Committee Interior Wiring 
Methods, Room 3316, N. Interior Build- 


ing, Washington. D. C. 


New Westinghouse Plant 
Goes on 3-Shift Basis 


Production of steam turbines to drive 
American merchant ships was recently 
put on a three-shift. around-the-clock 
basis in the new Merchant Marine 
Works. Lester, Pa. The plant is owned 
by the government’s Defense Plant Cor- 
poration, but was built and will be 
operated by the Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Co. Production was 
started at the plant on January 16. 

Since last October an intensive selec- 
tion and training program has been 
under way to provide the skilled man- 
power needed to produce the turbine 
parts that will provide power for many 
of America’s vital merchant ships. 


Sets Up New Transmitter 


Portland General Electric Co. has 
placed in operation its new 400-watt 
radio transmitter, station KRKX, at 
its Three Links generating plant, 50 
miles east of Portland. The new trans- 
mitter will form a link in the com- 
pany’s radio communications facilities, 
including a station in Portland for 
dispatching emergency repair crews. 


TT 


New York Metal Prices 


March I1, '42 March 3, '42 


Cents per Cents per 
¢ Pound Pound 
opper electrolytic 12.00* 12.00* 
lead, AS. & R. Price... 6.50 6.50 
Antimony Fore acs Ue 14.00 
Nickel, Ingot . 35.00 35.00 
Tine, Spot 8.64 8.64 
Tin, Straits . 52.00 52.00 
Aluminum, 99 percent... 15.00 15.00 


“Delivery Connecticut Valley. 
SD 
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Field Reports on Business 


Industrial activity is being sustained on a high level, though requirements of 
the war program are creating further dislocations. Demand for electrical equip- 
ment continues heavy. Defense housing now being planned on a large scale will 
call for a good volume of electrical supplies. 


CHICAGO 


Despite the fact that many lines of busi- 
ness are operating at record levels there is 
a growing awareness that requirements of 
the war program will create further dis- 
locations of the normal economic machin- 
ery. The vastness of the scope of the pro- 
gram is being emphatically realized as the 
pressure on industry to convert to war 
production or suffer the consequences be- 
comes stronger. 

The new procedure adopted by the 
WPB of placing all military supply con- 
tracts by negotiation instead of by com- 
petitive bidding will undoubtedly prove 
beneficial to many small manufacturers in 
this area and enable them to secure con- 
tracts for the first time. Employment 
statistics in Illinois for January clearly in- 
dicate the trend. Employment of all types 
declined 4 percent and payrolls decreased 
2 percent from December. 

Following the efforts of the Common- 
wealth Edison Co. to secure priority as- 
sistance on delivery of new generating 
equipment, it has been disclosed by Donald 
M. Nelson that eventual restriction of the 
use of electricity is inevitable in the Chi- 
cago area. Reserve capacity is ample for 
present demands but the power require- 
ments of the many new armament plants 
locating here and of the large number of 
plants converting to war production will 
reduce this reserve within several months. 

Demand for electrical equipment to meet 
the requirements for industrial expansion 
continues heavy. Manufacturers are hard 
pressed to make deliveries and, of course, 
“everything must have a priority.” Car: 
negie-[llinois Steel Corp. is installing 79 
circuits, 92 lights and 32 motors totaling 
1445 hp. Metro Tool & Gauge Co. will 
install 80 circuits, 400 lights and 120 
motors aggregating 50 hp. 


PACIFIC COAST 


The 6 percent increase in transconti- 
nental rail rates effective March 18 will 
necessitate price increase on rigid iron 
conduit and other heavy roughing-in items. 
Nearly all recent price advances on the 
coast have been caused by the freight 
on all-rail shipments, intercoastal boats 
having long been unavailable, but they 
are more than offset by the recent freezing 
of wiring devices at last fall’s prices. 

New industrial developments include a 
$13,000,000 plant on central California 
coast near Moss Landing for extraction 
of magnesium from sea water; considera- 
tion of an Army munitions plant just 
southeast of San Francisco Bay; a $15.- 
000,000 magnesium plant near Lone Pine 
just east of central Sierra region; a $3.- 
000,000 proposed underground high-octane 
oil field near Los Angeles; a floating dry- 
dock plant at Eureka; awards to Oak- 
land, Calif., and Marshfield, Ore., mills 
total 2,500 prefabricated houses; Califor- 
nia industrial employment has increased 
60 percent in personnel and 100 percent 
in payroll over this period of 1941. Thir- 
teen new areas in California have been 
given priorities for defense housing. 

The Reclamation Bureau is considering 
a new Colorado River dam above Needles, 
to cost $41,000,000 with its power plant. 
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Recent orders have covered $185,353 red 
cedar poles for Bonneville system; $160,- 
641 for miscellaneous Westinghouse con- 
tro] equipment for Boulder; $308,190 G.E. 
circuit breakers for Parker plant, and 
Kelman breakers aggregating $63,000 for 
Parker and the municipal systems of Los 
Angeles and Glendale. In the Northwest 
low bids of $98,910 and $109,992, re- 
spectively, were recorded for constructing 
the No. 2 Willamette River crossing and 
the double 230-kv. line between Kelso 


and Longview. 


NEW YORK 


Changeover of civilian industry to mili- 
tary output continues. Further curtailment 
of civilian durable goods lines is under 
way. Certain non-durable lines also are 
producing increasingly for military needs. 

Engineering construction volume last week 
totaled $145,401,000, an increase of 40 per- 
cent over the corresponding week last year. 
but 45 percent below the 1942 high of the 
preceding week, according to Engineering 
News-Record. This was the seventh succes- 
sive week in which the volume topped the 
$100,000,000 mark. The week’s | total 
brought 1942 construction to $1,409,004,- 
000, an increase of 27 percent over the 
volume for the opening ten-week period 
last year. 

Demand from retailers for electrical ap- 
pliances has reached a point far in excess 
of available supply, distributors reported. 
Though stocks in retail hands are high, 
mail order houses, chain, department and 
furniture stores are buying as many units 
as they can obtain. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Government contracts awarded in this 
district continue to sustain a high level 
of industrial activity. 

Small motor sales to machine too] build- 
ers are in good volume. Motor-generator 
sets are in urgent demand and wiring 
supplies for light and power are moving 
ahead for housing and cantonment con- 
struction. Photoswitch, Inc., Cambridge, 
has sold 600 photoelectric switches in 
Massachusetts and 400 in California for 
automatically controlling billboard, sign 
and window lighting in case of blackouts. 

Hygrade Sylvania Corp. reports an un- 
precedented demand for fluorescent light- 
ing units and notes a 43 percent rise in 
sales in its full line of lamps and tubes 
for 1941 as compared with the previous 
year. Additional motor-driven siren type 
alarms for use in air raids are being in- 
stalled in eastern Massachusetts munici- 
palities. 

New construction in which diversified 
electrical equipment and supplies will be 
required in good volume looms ahead in 
centers where war workers’ housing is now 
being planned on a large scale. In the 
neighborhood of $30,000 is involved in 
electrical cooking apparatus for a new 
veterans’ hospital and $40,000 in electric 
elevators for a veterans’ hospital in West 
Roxbury, Mass. A Rhode Island food prod- 
ucts company has installed 100 kw. in 
infra-red units. New England manufac- 
turers have bid on more than $6,000,000 
worth of electric cable orders recently. 
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Prices of electric light and power securities continued their downward trend during the 


past week. 
last year, 26.0. 


“Electrical World” stock index dropped to 18.4 from 19.3 the previous week; 
Bonds continued downward to 103.5 from 104.2 the previous week: 


last year, 105.7 





Chicago Mayor Asks 
Cut in Home Usage 


Mayor Edward J. Kelly of Chicago 
last week disclosed that Donald M. 
Nelson, War Production Board head, 
had informed him by letter that restric- 
tion of civilian use of electricity was 
inevitable in Chicago. Nelson’s letter, 
Mayor Kelly revealed, was in answer 
to pleas by the Mayor and officials of 
the Commonwealth Edison Co. for pri- 
orities on new generating equipment 
needed to supply the many war plants 
being constructed in and around Chi- 
cago. (See ELectricaAL Wortp, Febru- 
ary 28, 1942. page 7). 

Nelson told Mayor Kelly in his let- 
ter that conferences are still being held 
upon the priorities request, but added 
that the needs for equipment for naval 
vessels and cargo ships were heavy 
and were being considered before any 
other requests. However, Nelson is re- 
ported to have said that it was believed 
a schedule could be worked out that 
would cause no delay in 
agreed to. He suggested that intercon- 
nection of various power lines be made. 

Mayor Kelly. at his press conference 
March 5. urged the public to keep 
use of power at the lowest possible 
level. “It is worth while.” the Mayor 
stated, “to put out all unnecessary 
lights to enable new plants making war 
materials to run full blast.” Many use 
two lights when one would do, he said. 
Turn off the lights. Turn off the radio. 
Turn off the electric range, vacuum 
cleaner, the roaster, the orange juicer. 
toaster, mixer. washing machine and 
any other electrical gadget in 
home, the Chicago Mayor is reported 
to have urged. 

Commonwealth Edison officials, in 
commenting on the situation following 
Mayor Kelly's impromptu curtailment 


deliveries 


your 
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request, said that “there is no need 
for electrical curtailment at the present 
time, and before there is an orderly 
plan of meeting the situation will be 
worked out and the public will be 
duly notified in ample time.” 


Arkansas Board Permits 
Sale of Properties 
West Memphis (Ark.) Power & Wa- 


ter Co. has been authorized by the 
Arkansas Utilities Commission to sell 
its Star City, Ark., electric generating 
plant and distribution system to the 
C. and L. Rural Electric Co-operative 
for $56,580. The co-operative serves 
territory in Cleveland and Lincoln coun- 
ties. 

The commission recently granted the 
First Electric Co-operative, Jackson- 
ville, permission to purchase electric 
distribution properties of the West Mem- 
phis company in seven Perry and Con- 
way county towns for approximately 
$62,000. 

Sale of Huntsville Utilities, Inc., 
Huntsville, to the Carroll Electric Co- 
operative Corporation was also author- 
ized recently. 





Utility Reports 


Net Income 


1941 1940 
*Birmingham Electric $908,849 $474,764 
*Carolina Power & Light +3,000,542 3,998,801 
*Florida Power & Light +2,498,778 2,285,945 
*Houston Lighting & Pwr. +2,922,279 2,927,686 
*Kansas City Pwr. & Lt. 3,356,762 3,765,042 
*Louisiana Power & Light +1,198,750 1,007,400 
*Minnesota Power & Light +1,685,695 1,340,127 
*Mississippi Power & Light t+ 479,005 416,158 
*Nebraska Power sea +|,573,243 1,673,756 
*New Orleans Public Serv. $2,659,474 2,627,341 
*Superior Water, Lt. & Power.+ 91,040 110,391 


* Twelve months ended December 31. 
t Preliminary report. 





ELECTRICAL WORLD e@ 















FINANCIAL BRIEFS 


Central States Electric Corp. has en- 
tered bankruptcy proceedings in the 
Federal Court in Richmond, Va. Net 
asset value of the corporation has dwin- 
dled from $147,000,000 in late 1929 to 
a current figure of approximately $].- 
300,000. Trustees have been appointed 
to handle the corporation’s affairs. The 
Central States utility system was built 
by Harrison Williams, 

Uniteo Licot & Power Co. has asked 
the Securities and Exchange Commission 
to approve a new plan of integration by 
which a subsidiary, the Continental Gas 
& Electric Corp. would sell to the Com- 
munity Power & Light Co. for $7,250,000 
the Panhandle Power & Light Co., Cimar- 
ron Utilities Co. and the Guymon Gas Co., 
which operate in Texas and Oklahoma. 


OFFERING WAS RECENTLY MADE to the 
public of two new issues of securities of 
the Pennsylvania Electric Co. The offering 
consisted of $32,500,000 of first mortgage 
3% percent bonds, due in 1972, and 34,000 
shares of cumulative preferred stock, 5.10 
percent Series A, priced at 103} a share, 
plus dividends from March 1. 


Seeks to Extend PUD 
Line into Yakima 


Extension of Bonneville power serv- 
ice into the city of Yakima, Wash., is 
forecast by a request from the Yakima 
County PUD to the city commission- 
ers for authority to extend a PUD line 
into the city. It is proposed to extend 
the line from the station in the Moxee 
district to serve the Lindeman Power 
& Equipment Co. plant on South Third 
Street. 


Lists Priorities Orders 


War Production Board now has avail- 
able printed pamphlets listing all pri- 
ority orders and applicable forms 
through February 15 and is inaugurat- 
ing a weekly release service to keep the 
compilation up to date. Copies are avail- 
able through the Public Service Section, 
Inquiry Division, Room 1501, Social Se- 
curity Building. The first supplement to 
the printed folder is identified as Re- 


lease WPB 337. 


Hydro Project Survey 


Lieut.-Col. Henry W. Hutchings. Jr. 
of the U. S. District Engineers’ office 
in Louisville, Ky., has announced that 
a complete survey will be started 4 
once to determine whether a proposed 
$10,000,000 hydro-electric dam at Jews 
Harp Bend on the Barren River. south- 
east of Scottsville, is a justifiable 
project. 
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Utility Outlines 
Sales Activities 


In outlining recently the Georgia 
Power Co.’s general plan of sales ac- 
tivity in 1942, O. M. Jackson, sales 
promotion manager. stated that the fact 
that our country is at war will of 
necessity require that many changes 
must be made in our normal manner of 
doing business. “The primary concern 
of each is to do whatever we can to 
contribute to the cause of ultimate, com- 
plete and certain victory for our United 
States,” said Mr. Jackson. 

“The salespeople must have for their 
principal objective in 1942 the render- 
ing of a more useful service to our 
customers. It shall be our job accu- 
rately to determine. for each customer 
we contact, how a more economical and 
serviceable use of electricity can be 
made. 

“It will be our policy to assist fully 
every customer in securing full and 
satisfactory from the electric 
equipment already in use. Where re- 
pairs can be made to existing appli- 
ances, so that they may continue to 
render good service, it is the obligation 


service 


of the salesman to encourage such re- 
pairs and to assist the customer in get- 
ting them made. Again. the salesman 
must seek out those appliances not in 
use and instruct the owner in the oper- 
ation and utility of all such appliances.” 

The first merchandise campaign of 
the year is called a “Canvassing Cam- 
paign.” “Actually.” said Mr. Jackson 
“it is a campaign to determine accu- 
rately the needs of a great many cus- 
tomers to the end that we may serve 
their needs effectively. This campaign 
is designed to help the salesman survey 
his territory.” 


Staggers Working Hours 


British Columbia Electric Railway 
Co, has adopted staggered hours for 
600 employees of its head office staff at 
Vancouver, B. C. The head office build- 
ing of the utility now works on an 8.30 
am. to 4.30 p.m. basis instead of its 
former schedule of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The B. C. Electric is establishing this 
schedule in order to avoid unnecessary 
congestion in the evening and early 
morning rush hour traffic. 


Asks Export Renewal 


San Diego Gas & Electric Co. has 
applied to the Federal Power Commis- 


‘ion ior authority to continue the trans- 
Mission of electric energy to Mexico, 
the original authorization for which 


Was sranted by the commission in 1938. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Furnt, Micu.—Consumers Power Co., 
Jackson, Mich., plans new power substa- 
tion at East Hemphill Road and line of 
Marquette Railway, Flint, for increased 
power service for local industrial plants. 
Work is scheduled to begin at early date. 


NortH Hempsteap, L. I., N. Y.—Long 
Island Lighting Co., Mineola, N. Y., plans 
extension in transmission lines to North 
Hempstead, by way of Lake Success, for 
power supply for new plant of Sperry 
Gyroscope Co., Brooklyn, N. Y., now in 
course of construction at point noted. 
Company has purchased section of former 
Long Island Motor Parkway for part of 
right-of-way for lines. 


Jamestown, N. Y.—Board of Public 
Utilities has opened bids for the furnish- 
ing and delivery of cable accessories to 
connect Harrison Street substation with 
Steel Street power plant. Contract amount- 
ing to $38,615 for the substation and its 
appurtenances has already been awarded 
to General Electric Co. Total estimated 
cost of the project is $73,074. The board 
hopes to complete it by September 1, in 
time to meet an anticipated rise in indus- 
trial power demand. 


Wasuincton, D. C.—Bureau of Supplies 
and Accounts, Navy Department,’ Wash- 
ington, receives bids until March 24 for 
268 submersible portable pumps, com- 
plete with motors, controllers and auxiliary 
electrical apparatus, spare parts, etc., for 
Norfolk, Va.. navy yard; also, for 267 
similar pumps with electrical equipment 
for Mare Island navy yard, Vallejo, Calif. 
(Schedule 551). 


ToLtepo, On1o—Electric Auto-Lite Co., 
Champlin and Mulberry Streets, manufac- 
turer of automotive apnaratus, plans _ in- 
stallation of motors and controls, trans- 
formers and accessories, switchgear, elec- 
tric conduits, power wiring, fluorescent 
lighting system, conveyors and other equip- 
ment in three new plant units on Stick- 
ney Avenue, where tract of about 160 
acres of land has been acquired. New 
plant will be operated by recently organ- 
ized Aircraft * Products Division of com- 
pany, for production of airplane equip- 
ment and parts. A power substation will 
be built for plant service. Entire works 
will approximate 600.000 sq. ft. of floor 
space and is estimated to cost about $3,000.- 
000. Work on initial unit, to cost close to 
$1,000,000, is scheduled to begin at once. 


RocuHette, ILt.—City Council is consid- 
ering extensions and improvements in mu- 
nicipal power plant, including installation 
of equipment for increased capacity. Cost 
reported close to $100,000. Proposed to 
carry out work in spring. 


Bowman, S. C.—South Carolina Public 
Service Authority, Charleston, S. C., plans 
early call for bids for transformers, switch- 
gear and auxiliary equipment for new 
power substation at Bowman. Also will 
make extensions and improvements in 
transmission lines in vicinitv of St. Steph- 
ens and Moncks Corner, S. C. 


Portace, Wis.—Wisconsin Power & 
Light Co., Madison, Wis., is considering 
new power substation at Portage, for 
increased power supply for industrial 
plants in that locality. Work will include 
extensions in transmission lines for con- 
nection with proposed station. 


Porttanp. Ore.— Purchasing Officer, 
Bonneville Power Administration, Depart- 
ment of Interior, Guardian Building, Port- 
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land, receives bids until March 24 for 
two 20,000-kva. indoor-type synchronous 
condensers, 13.8-kv., three-phase, 60-cycle, 
with exciters, rheostats, voltage regulator, 
oil lift pumps, cooling system and com- 
plete accessories (Invitation 2626). 


Los AnGELEs, Catir.—Bureau of Power 
and Light, 207 South Broadway, has taken 
out a permit for construction of control 
house on South Lagoon Avenue, Wilming- 
ton, for new Harbor steam-electric gener- 
ating plant, now in course of construction 
at that place. It will be all reinforced-con- 
crete structure, about 80x120 ft., estimated 
to cost close to $95,000, exclusive of equip- 
ment, which will be purchased under sep- 
arate contracts. Work is scheduled to begin 
at early date. 


Nortu Cuicaco, Itt.—Fansteel Metal- 
lurgical Corp., 2200 Sheridan Road, North 
Chicago, manufacturer of metal alloys, 
chemicals, etc., plans installation of motors 
and controls, switchgear, transformers and 
accessories, electric conduits, power wiring, 
fluorescent lighting system, conveyors and 
other equipment in new two-story plant 
on neighboring site for production for 
government. Cost estimated close to $5,000,- 
000, with financing to be provided by De- 
fense Plant Corporation, Washington, D. C. 
Work on superstructure will begin soon. 


Biurrton, Ou1o—Board of Public Af- 
fairs has plans under way for expansion 
in municipal power plant, including in- 
stallation of new 1,250-kw. turbine-gener- 
ator unit and auxiliary equipment. Esti- 
mates of cost are being made. Proposed 
to carry out work soon. 


PeNnsacoLta, Fia.—Santa Rosa Pulp & 
Paper Co., Inc., recently organized by off- 
cials of Florida Pulp & Paper Co., Pensa- 
cola, J. H. Allen, president and general 
manager, plans installation of motors and 
controls, switchgear, industrial lighting 
system, electric hoists, conveyors and other 
equipment in proposed new pulp and pa- 
perboard mill at Cantonment, near Pensa- 
cola, to operate under a special process for 
pulp production without use of chlorine. 
It will comprise several one and multi- 
story units, equipped for output of about 
100 tons per day. Cost estimated close to 
$750.000, with machinery. 


Peorta, Itt.-Central Illinois Light Co., 
Peoria, plans extensions in primary and 
secondary lines in parts of Peoria, Taze- 
well, Fulton and neighboring counties for 
extensions in rural electric system, totaling 
close to 40 miles, with service facilities. 


Houston, Tex.—Houston Lighting & 
Power Co., Houston, will begin work at 
once on proposed new local steam-electric 
generating station, to be known as West 
Junction plant. It will be equipped with 
a 35,000-kw. turbine-generator and acces- 
sories, high-pressure boilers and auxiliary 
equipment. Orders for primary equipment 
have been placed, with contracts for other 
required apparatus to be placed as work 
proceeds. Ebasco Services. Inc., 2 Rector 
Street, New York, N. Y., is consulting 
engineer. 


Edison Tower Beacon Out 


The eternal light will continue to 
burn at the Edison Memorial Tower, 
but the beacon was extinguished this 
week. 
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EW EQUIPMENT 


Relay Contactor 


New magnetic device 
use either as a _ relaying 
starter. 
form or 


is designed for 
unit or motor 
It can be supplied in either open 
inclosed, and in three contact 


"CR 2790'' magnetic relay contactor: 
at 10 amp. when used as a relay, and when 
used as a motor starter, normally open tips 
are rated '/, hp., 110 volts a.c. and | hp., 220 
volts a.c. General Electric Co., Schenectady 
a 


rated 


arrangements—single-pole normally open, 
double-pole normally open, and double- 
pole, double-throw. When the double-pole 
form is used with a momentary contact 
push-button station undervoltage protec- 
tion can be provided by using one pole 
as a holding interlock in the coil circuit. 


Control Switch 


Type ''R-2'' rotary switch; 10 amp 
double-break, direct-acting 
Co., Bethlehem, Pa. 


600 volts 


Roller-Smith 


For control of circuit breakers, rotary 
type switch with pistol grip handle is 
built up of units, each unit consisting of 
two single-break contacts connected in 
series by a jumper. A red and green target 
indicates the last position of the switch. 
Switch turns 45 deg. from vertical, clock- 
wise to “close” and counter clockwise to 
“trip”; spring-return feature causes switch 
to return to “off” position. 


Corrosion Protection 


Wet-X-Hale Builders 
jJark shades, also 
Water St. 


Plastic'': in pastel and 
whites. Rogear Co., |! 
New York, N. Y 


Oil-base Portland cement product is de- 
signed for application to old or new (un- 
neutralized) galvanized steel structures as 
a protection against rust or corrosion. Said 
to be weather and salt air proof, heat and 
cold resisting, fire retarding and washable, 
the coating is supplied in paste form and 
mixed with thinner for application by 
trowel, brush or spray gun as desired, 
forming a flexible, non-peeling and non- 
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cracking finish. According to the manu- 
facturers, it can be applied directly to 
fully rusted steel surfaces, without remov- 
ing the rust and without the use of a 
primer. 

= 


Disconnect Head 


"'Tips'' pointed disconnect head: fits I/4-in. 


Jiameter pole. A. B. Chance Co., Centralia, 
Mo. 


New type disconnect head has pointed 
end for the purpose of engaging and han- 
dling Southern States cutouts and dis- 
connects. 


Colorimeter 


Portable instrument is designed for rou- 
tine colorimetric analysis by direct meter 
readings. A 50-watt projection lamp, rheo- 
stat, condensing lens, photocell, color filters 
and indicating instrument are contained in 


Lumetron Mod. 400'' photoelectric colorime- 
ter; operates from a.c. or d.c. circuit of 105- 
130 volts. Photovolt Corporation, 95 Madi- 
son Ave., New York, N. Y 


a wooden housing for measurement of 
transmission and also optical density of 
liquids in 12- to 22-mm. O.D. test tubes. 


Fluorescent Starter 


Premium Mirastat' 
vania Corp., Salem 


New line of fluorescent lamp starters 
automatically open the circuit when a 
lamp fails. Starter, it is claimed, not only 
protects itself, prevents abuse of the bal- 
last and: affects a saving of power, but 
also does away with the usual flashing of 
the burned-out lamp. This type supplements 
the standard line. 


starters 
Mass. 


Hygrade Syl- 


BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
McGraw-Hill’s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 
addresses. 


ELECTRICAL 


Time Meter 


New meter to indicate elapsed time in 
minutes or hours consists essentially of a 
600-r.p.m. synchronous motor, a gear train 
and six numbered wheels with white dials. 


Time meter; 115 volts, 60 cycles. Westing- 
house Elec. & Mfg. Co., East Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Synchronous operation is not affected, it is 
claimed, by voltage variations of from 
75 to 125 percent of rated value. Resetting 
to zero or any value is accomplished by 
removing the case and disengaging the 
number wheel shaft. 


Paging System 


Industrial paging system; accommodates from 
two to 70 stations. Executone, Inc., 415 Lex- 
ington Ave., New York, N. Y 


New two-way communication system per- 
mits paging messages to be originated 
from any station and broadcast from all 
stations by trumpet speakers. It has addi- 
tional talk-back feature for private, two- 
way telephone-type conversation between 
any two or more points, for key-men in 
various parts of the plant. 


Tap Changer 


No-load tap changer for furnace trans- 
formers is operated by remote control and 
is interlocked with an oil circuit breaker 
so that it cannot be operated while trans- 
former is energized. In event of failure of 
motor operation, tap changer can be op- 
erated manually by a crank with dial type 
position indicator. 


Motor-operated no-load tap changer 
sylvania Transformer Co., 808 Ridge 
North Side, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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